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Hornby Island Residents and Ratepayers Association (HIRRA) has recently established a standing 

Housing Committee. The committee is working to explore options, identify opportunities, and 

advance a culture of secure and stable housing on the island, including in particular a focus on 

improving rental and cohousing possibilities. The committee recognizes that there is no one 

solution to the evident need for secure housing and is seeking information and guidance from 

as many people as possible, including you.  

We need your help to conduct our research. Presently, it is likely that about 100 year-round 

residents of all ages, from children to seniors, lack stable, secure, and adequate housing; 

housing with which they are happy. As many as 10% of Hornby residents move twice every 

year, often unpredictably, and sometimes having to live outdoors for extended periods. Some 

have moved 10 times in as many years. And, as we all know, land prices have increased faster 

than the ability of many people to afford on an annual Hornby income. 

All of us with deep connections to Hornby Island realize that this is a difficult situation, not only 

for those seeking housing, but for all of us. Affordable housing is a critical issue if we want 

Hornby to retain a vibrant community into the future. There is no one magic solution for 

everyone, and we believe that we must explore all possible options to insure that new 

individuals and families can become rooted here. Elder Housing has demonstrated we have the 

capacity to create housing, and ISLA will soon follow. What possibilities can we foster for 

people who will not find housing there or need housing right now? 

To this end, the HIRRA Housing Committee has created a confidential survey, designed for 

property owners like yourself, to gather preliminary information about the experience of 

renting seasonally or long term and to explore how we can develop affordable year round 

housing. We also want to identify the barriers home-owners face to renting-out their homes. If 

you are a property owner, please take a moment to complete this survey and spread the 

word: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZTTFY77 

Paper copies of the survey are available at the post office in the co-op, down at the cove on the 

bulletin board, and at the farmer’s market.  

The committee thanks you, in advance, for collaborating in this effort to help build a culture of 

dependable housing on Hornby and so take us into a vibrant and creative future. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZTTFY77

