
English ivy is a widespread challenge. 
Taking action now and working together to 
stop the spread protects the natural 
balance that makes Hornby unique.
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Invasive, non-native plants are 
harming Hornby’s parks, forests and 
shorelines every day by:
 

! spreading rapidly because they lack 
natural controls on growth such as 
predators or competing plants

! out-competing native plants and 
threatening biodiversity

! increasing fire load and tree fall 
hazard

! impacting water quality and quantity

! reducing soil productivity

! reducing property value
 

Plants of concern observed on or 
near your property:

Hornby’s Worst Offender:  
English Ivy
Over time and without an island-wide 
effort to remove it, English ivy has spread 
to the point that it is now widely found on 
Hornby properties. There are ecological 
and regulatory reasons for removing English 
ivy.
 

Risk To Ecosystems And Property
Trees that are shaded and weakened by 
smothering, vining growth are more likely 
to fall in storms.
 

How It Spreads
Ivy grows year-round in moist, forested 
areas with little light or water. Plant pieces 
root readily and seeds are spread by birds.
 

Island Bylaw
English ivy is a “Schedule A” listed noxious 
weed in the CVRD Weed Regulation Bylaw 
764. The bylaw requires owners or 
occupiers to remove noxious weeds that 
grow or accumulate on the property.

How to Help
Taking informed action together to 
remove invasive plants from private 
properties is a significant contribution 
to protecting Hornby Island’s natural 
environment. HIRRA Invasive Plant 
Control encourages property owners to 
take these basic management steps.
 

Identify
Be sure to accurately 
identify the plant(s) of 
concern.
 

Remove
Find out about effective 
methods and services 
for invasive plant 
removal. Remove all 
CVRD “Schedule A” 
noxious weeds, 
including Scotch broom, 
Japanese knotweed, 
and yellow flag iris, 
as well as any other 
plants of concern.
 

Dispose
Do not compost 
invasive plants. 
Take them to the 
Hornby Depot 
garbage. Ensure 
berries and seeds are bagged.
 

Monitor and Restore
Watch for and remove new seedlings. 
Plant native plants to fill empty spaces. 
Continue to check for invasive plants as 
the native plants grow in.

HORNBY
ISLAND

Invasive Plant Alert



D

E

I

C

H

F

G K

Community Resources
If you think your property might be 
hosting invasive plants, but you need 
help with identification and a plan for 
removal, email invasiveplants@hirra.ca
 

Manual Invasive Plant Removal
Contact:  Johnathon Siwiec
Email:  johnathonsiwiec@gmail.com
 

Mini Excavator Removal Services
Contact:  Ryan Bowland
Email:  bowlanddesignsinc@gmail.com
 

Backhoe and Large Excavator Services
Contact:  Eben Walmsley
Phone: (250) 335-1779
 

HIRRA Invasive Plant Control Committee 
has a limited budget for helping 
property owners, prioritizing elders, 
large properties and those with limited 
financial resources. Contact us to be 
added to our list. 
invasiveplants@hirra.ca
 

Invasive Plants and the Bylaw
Invasive Species Council of BC
bcinvasives.ca
 

Coastal Invasive Species Committee
coastalisc.com
Ph: (250) 871-5117  tf: 1-844-298-2532
 

Knotweed and Hogweed monitoring and 
removal: info@coastalisc.com
 

CVRD Weed Control Regulation Bylaw 764
comoxvalleyrd.ca
 

Islands Trust Protect Against Invasives
islandstrust.bc.ca/conservancy/protect
-nature/care-for-your-land/protect-
against-invasives/

Invasive Plants are a Shared 
Responsibility
The Comox Valley Regional District supports 
the work of HIRRA Invasive Plant Control in 
public parks and on Crown lands. Our 
committee is dedicated to supporting 
property owners with information on 
identifying and eliminating invasive plants 
on private lands to control the spread into 
parks and forests.

Can We Protect Our 
Sensitive Ecosystems?
Yes, by removing these invasive plants 
from our properties.
 

Hornby’s Least Wanted

A - English ivy (Hedera helix)

B - Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius)

C - English holly (Ilex aquifolium)

D - spurge laurel (Daphne laureola)

E - Mediterranean spurge (Euphorbia 
characias ssp. wulfenii)

F - thistle (Cirsium species, Onopordum)

G - giant hogweed (Heracleum 
mantegazzianum)

H - purple deadnettle (Lamium 
purpureum)

I -  yellow archangel (Lamiastrum 
galeobdolon)

J - Japanese knotweed (Reynoutria 
japonica, R.sachalinensis), formerly 
Fallopia species

K - periwinkle (Vinca minor, V. major)
 

not illustrated

- Himalayan blackberry 
(Rubus armeniacus)

- yellow flag iris 
(Iris pseudacorus)

- common tansy 
(Tanacetum vulgare)

- shiny geranium 
(Geranium lucidum)
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